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shine." We live in a day when truth 
must be held in all its fullness. Error is 
rife on this great, cardinal, doctrine of 
the Bible. It is an age of what is boast- 
fully called liberalism and independent 
thought, and to get out of what are term- 
ed the old and deep ruts, many are will- 
ing to leave the line of orthodoxy and 
give up the truths which were inscribed 
upon the page of revelation nearly nine- 
teen centuries ago. The truth of God is 
in danger from the mischievous operation 
of chipping and filing its glorious and 
soul-stirring elements to make it quadrate 
with modern theories and skeptical phi- 
losophy. It is a source not of boasting 
but of thanksgiving, that the Brethren 
church has never had the shadow of sus- 
picion cast upon her orthodoxy in regard 
to this great motive truth of the Bible. 
In her faith, in her preaching, in her lit- 
erature, in her institution of learning, she 
has never deviated from the teaching of 
the Word on the atonement. The same is 
true in respect to the other doctrines of 
our holy religion. 

The days in which we live more than 
ever call upon our ministers in the pul- 
pits, the professors and students in our 
University, to take their stand upon the 
platform of scriptural doctrine. And 
with a cloud of witnesses surrounding 
them, the streaks of millenial day and 
triumph falling upon their pathway, and 
a crown of glory awaiting in the distance, 
now, as in the days agone, to unfurl and 
give to the ends of the earth the dear old 
ensign, with its memorable inscription, 
"God forbid that I should glory save in 
the cross of Christ my Lord." The de- 
mands upon us in our day are higher than 
ever. We ought not only to be the pur- 
est, the most useful, and the most charita- 
ble people, but we should also take the 
front ranks, in the civilization of the age. 
We should assume the lead in true pro- 
gress, and maintain the supremacy of re- 
ligion, the highest positions in learning 
and literature. As a science God's word 
must be studied like every other science ; 
as its forms, facts, and doctrines can be 
appropriated only by the memory and ar- 
ranged by the judgment; but as a spiritu- 
al and special science founded on a di- 
vine revelation, and concerned with our 
eternal interests, it should be studied 
spiritually as well as intellectually, on our 
knees, and in our closets. Nor must we 
forget that science, falsely so called, has 
attacked the chronology of the Bible, 
questioned its record of the origin of the 
human race, and that philosophy revamp- 
ing itself with modern skepticism, seeks 
to unsettle the strongest fruit and fondest 
hopes in reference to here and hereafter. 
We must therefore be on the alert, hold- 

ing the torch of truth in our hands, and 
listening to the trumpet of salvation. By 
and by every Jericho of error shall lie in 
ruins. 

Young gentlemen, of the class of 1896, 
let me emphasize the hints already giv- 
en,—Aim to be thoroughly scholarly; 
complete your education as fully as you 
can ; but with all, and above all, be pure 
in heart, honor God, and love the truth. 

In conclusion, let me add, go out from 
this institution of learning with a burning 
affection for Ashlind University and the 
faculty under whose direction your stud- 
ies have been taken. It is said, in histo- 
ry, that late on a certain night, a distin- 
guished individual was seen to leave his 
study and to pass from the house to an 
inclosure in the rear. He was followed 
by a friend. After a few moments of si- 
lence the voice of prayer was heard. 
Soon the accents deepened into intelligi- 
ble petition. The struggling soul vented 
itself amid intervals of noiseless stillness 
as he cried, "OLord,give meScotland or I 
die !" A solemn pause ensued, and again 
the petition was repeated, "Lord, Lord, 
give me Scotland or I die !" Once more 
a pause, and then the petitioner as if bent 
on having Scotland for his hive, prays, 
"() Lord, give me Scotland or I die." 
This was John Knox, the hero of a great 
reform movement, who was honored of 
God to be4n§mimental in breaking the 
chains of superstition in Scotland and 
giving an impetus to evangelical religion 
in the north of Great Britain which dis- 
ginguishes the people until this day. 
And Oh ! it seems to me, that if it were 
possible for our ministers in the churches, 
professors in the University, students in 
their preparation, deacons and officers 
and individual members of the local con- 
gregations, over our beloved brother 
hood, to near the throne of God, and 
with the hand of faith upon the angel of 
the covenant, like the immortal Knox to 
pray, "Lord, Lord, give me the prosperi- 
ty and the enlargement of the University 
at Ashland or I die" soon the Lord would 
bring again her captivity, and all her 
anxious struggles would have an end. It 
is the aim of this school to furnish young 
men and women who shall be intellectual- 
ly, morally and spiritually a credit to any 
community in which their lot may be 
cast. To this end have our prayers as- 
cended to God. More and more loudly 
does our University invoke the aid of 
fervent, self-denying, and enthusiastic 
men and women. Come Spirit of the liv- 
ing God and baptize ous school, fill our 
fleece with the dew from the Lord, make 
these honored walls.a praise, convert our 
wildernesses into Edens, and our deserts 
into gardens of the Lord. 
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And when they heard these sayings 
they were full wrath and cried out 
saying, "Great is Diana of the Ephe- 
sians."    Acts 19 : 28. 

Once in olden times, a little after the 
ascension of our Lord there was a mag- 
nificent temple or false god, whom the 
people worshipped, but after a while the 
knowledge of Christ was about to enter 
that city and a certain silver smith named 
Demetrius called the people together of 
like occupation and told them that the 
magnificent temple Diana was in danger of 
being destroyed. This temple brought 
him much gain, so of course he did not 
want it destroyed. So when he had call- 
ed the people they were filled with indig- 
nation and cried out, saying, "Great is 
Diana of the Ephesians." 

This was many years ago. The false 
gods are torn down. There is none like 
Diana worshipped now, but are there not 
lots of people now like Demetrius ? Are 
we not worshipping the devil as the 
Ephesians did Diana? Are we not cry- 
ing,away with Christ, and "Great is Diana 
of the Ephesians?" If so, are we not as 
bad as they ? Let the Bible interfere 
with your business affairs, or cause you to 
lose something and you will do just as 
Demetrius did. You will be heard to cry 
at once, "Great is Diana of the Ephe- 
sians." 

Whenever you worship anything more 
than God, or give your time to anything 
more than to serving him, are you not 
raising the same cry the Ephesians did ? 
Some will worship fashion more than 
God, and study the fashion plate more 
than the Bible, and when their name is 
called in Sunday school will rise and say, 
"Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, 
and him only shalt thou serve" 

Let a minister tell the members of his 
church that they should not go in a sa- 
loon, or to the horse racing, or the card 
table, and you will hear them cry at once, 
"Great is Diana of the Ephesians. "They 
think that just so .they belong to the 
church they can go to all such amuse- 
ments and still be good Christians. And 
just mention giving money to foreign mis- 
sions and they will say as the Gospel was 
preached to the whole world on the day 
of pentecost and if God wants you to go 
to the heathen he will fix the way and 
that the heathen will be saved any way. 
I had much rather be in that heathen's 
place after he is dead than that persons. 
And as they don't believe in foreign mis- 
sions, mention home missions to them. 
Tell them of a family who is suffering for 
food and clothes and ask them to help 


